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Measures to protect radiation damage and not to proliferate contaminants in
the efforts to rescue cultural properties left in the restricted area in Fukushima
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Digest
The Great East Japan Earthquake of March 2011 resulted in the loss of power to the
reactor at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. The reactor melted down, releasing
large quantities of radioactive materials and outdoor cultural properties were contaminated.
Environmental pollution by radioactive materials had never experienced in Japan. In the face
of this situation, safety regulations for protecting workers’ health and for nonproliferating
contaminants, and methods of measurement had to be established with a legal basis. Basic
principles of decontamination had also to be proved speedily. From August 2012 to March
2014, the rescue work was executed safely; the cultural objects left at three museums in the
restricted area were moved out.
(SANO Chie, Center for Conservation Science and Restoration Techniques)

35



