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Digest

The Great East Japan Earthquake that struck in March 2011 resulted in a tsunami that
caused massive water damage to cultural properties. In fact, this damage eclipsed that
caused by the earthquake itself. The damage that fungi, bacteria, and other microbes did
to items containing organic materials, such as paper, has become a major problem. The
Biological Science Section has been responsible for gathering, analyzing, and publicizing
information such as emergency steps to rescue cultural properties damaged by water,

ways to limit damasge by pests, and ways to manage the health of workers.
Please visit the site below, http://www.tobunken.go.jp/ ccr/pub/symp2012/
symp2012_04.pdf and http://www.tobunken.go.jp/ ccr/pub/symp2012/symp2012_05.pdf
(KIGAWA Rika, SATO Yoshinori, Biological Science section,
Center for Conservation Science and Restoration Technigues)
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