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JAPAN CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION IN CONSERVATION
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Cultural heritage has been protected by particular groups of people as
a source of their identity that they have inherited from their ancestors. It
is also an irreplaceable testimony to the history of mankind that should
be referred to in building man’s future. On the other hand, it is also a fact
that much cultural heritage is facing the risk of degradation, destruction
and disappearance without being given sufficient protection for different
reasons. Cooperation in the protection of cultural heritage is becoming
increasingly important as a means of facilitating cultural exchange and
mutual understanding among various countries.

The Japan Center for International Cooperation in Conservation,
being the national center for promoting international cooperation in
terms of the conservation and restoration as well as research of
cultural heritage, continues to actively conduct cooperation projects
in various parts of the world. The Center’s activities range over diverse
areas related to the protection of cultural heritage, such as the
collection, study and dissemination of international information, the
implementation of cooperation projects and capacity development in
conservation.

The Center consists of three sections, namely Resource and Systems
Research Section, Conservation Design Section and Conservation
Practice Section. It also coordinates activities with the International
Cooperation Section of the Nara National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, connecting the two research institutes for cultural
properties based in Tokyo and Nara, for an effective implementation
of the Institutes’ internationally-related activities.

I Resource and Systems Research Section

Resource and Systems Research Section collects and analyzes
information about international cooperation and trends which relate to
the systems and policies for the protection of cultural heritage.
Information is gathered through major international meetings held by
UNESCO and other organizations, such as the World Heritage Commit-
tee. In addition, the Section conducts survey and research on current
problems concerning the protection of cultural heritage. Furthermore,
it promotes the development of continuous networks for international
cooperation through coordination of experts and research institutions
both within and outside Japan.

I Conservation Design Section

Conservation Design Section is in charge of implementing research
and project activities in collaboration with local governmental authori-
ties regarding conservation, development, management and utilization
of cultural heritage in Asia and other regions of the world. Relationship
between cultural heritage and regional or tourism development is also
one of the concerns of this Section. In recent years, it has been working
with national as well as international experts for safeguarding and
rehabilitating cultural heritage damaged by conflicts and natural
disasters that occur frequently in different parts of the world.

I Conservation Practice Section

Conservation Practice Section conducts studies for sustainable
protection of cultural heritage by local people. Each country has its
particular problems about the protection of cultural heritage depend-
ing on its circumstances. A method of conservation proven effective in
one area might be inappropriate for another. Therefore, this Section
constructs networks among target countries and other countries
including Japan, and researches and develops appropriate materials
and techniques for each country to share the results.
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Studies and Activities
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Survey and Dissemination of International Information Capacity Development and Transfer of Technology
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Study on the framework and philosophy of the protection
of cultural heritage
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Capacity development for Myanmar experts in the
conservation of mural paintings
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Study on public systems in individual countries for the Cooperation for the protection of cultural heritage in
protection of cultural heritage Armenia
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Development of networks through the implementation (ICCROMztf)
of projects “International Course on Conservation of Japanese Paper”
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Development and publication of information archives O/ U7 DI LEERZEDTHD A HMIHE

through the implementation of projects Training workshop for the conservation of cultural heritage
for Syrian experts
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International Cooperation for the Protection of Cultural Heritage
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Cooperation with the APSARA National Authority of Cambodia
on the conservation and sustainable development of Ta Nei
Temple in Angkor
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Cooperation for the protection of cultural heritage with the Fine
Arts Department, Ministry of Culture, Thailand
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Cooperation for the protection of cultural heritage with the
Department of Archaeology and National Museum, Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Culture, Myanmar
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Cooperation for the preservation and utilization of traditional
buildings in the Kingdom of Bhutan [entrusted by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs]
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Technical assistance for the protection of cultural heritage
damaged by earthquakes with the Department of Archaeology,
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation, Nepal [entrusted
by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japan]
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Cooperation for the protection of cultural heritage with the
Iranian Cultural Heritage, Handicraft and Tourism Organization
and the Research Institute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism
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The Cooperative Program for the Conservation of Japanese Art
Objects Overseas
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Secretariat of the Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage
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The Institute has been entrusted with the task of managing the Secretariat of the Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage, a base organization in which experts and institutions from diverse fields related to international cooperation on the protection of
cultural heritage participate. While promoting the building of networks and the sharing of information among its members, the Consortium also
conducts activities for dissemination, raising of public awareness and study of international cooperation activities in matters related to cultural

heritage.
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Survey and dissemination of international information related to the protection of cultural heritage
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Collecting and analyzing information about trends in systems and policies related to the
protection of cultural heritage on the international scene are essential in considering the future
of Japan’s own system for the protection of cultural properties as well as in the actual
implementation of international cooperation within the field of cultural heritage. Symposia and
other meetings are held in cooperation with experts and institutions of different countries to
promote active exchange of information and to broaden the network of international
cooperation.
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Study on the international application of conservation materials and techniques
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Problems encountered in the field of cultural heritage are caused by various factors that are
interrelated in a complex way. Conservation solutions that have worked on certain artefacts
might not necessarily be effective on others, which is why it is extremely important to clearly
understand the technical execution of an artwork and the nature of materials proposed for
interventions. Research and development of materials and conservation techniques are
targeted areas needed to optimise resources. Research is currently being undertaken on mural
paintings and brick temples.
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42nd session of the World Heritage Committee meeting
held in Manama, Bahrain
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Training workshop for the conservation of a brick temple
(Bagan, Myanmar)

The Cooperative Program for the Conservation of Japanese Art Objects Overseas
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Many Japanese cultural properties are housed in collections overseas, especially in the West.
However, the number of conservators and restorers outside Japan who are able to work on
those objects is small. Therefore, conservation treatments cannot be done using appropriate
methods at the right moment. The absence of such conservation means that the objects cannot
be exhibited and that damage may become extremely severe. In this program, paper or silk
cultural properties, such as hanging scrolls, that have been housed in collections overseas are
restored.
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Intermediate inspection of restoration for the painting of
the Indianapolis Museum of Art
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Cooperation for the conservation of cultural heritage in Asia
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The Asian region, which has a close cultural exchange with Japan, is rich in precious cultural
heritage. However, not a few of the countries there still have problems with their systems for the
preservation of cultural heritage and/or relevant technology level. How to protect cultural
heritage from deteriorating environmental factors and pressures of development as well as
conflicts and natural disasters is a common issue of the world. The Institute therefore contrib-
utes to improving systems for the protection of cultural heritage and transfer of relevant
technologies through technical assistances and research studies in terms of conservation,
restoration, management and utilization of cultural heritage in different countries. It is develop-
ing multifaceted cooperative activities of various types and methodologies in response to the
needs of the object country. Those include such technical cooperation projects targeting specific
monuments or sites as assistance for formulating the conservation and sustainable development
plan of Ta Nei Temple in Cambodia, organization of conservation training workshops in Iran and
Armenia, as well as collaboration with externally funded cooperation projects in Bhutan, Nepal
and Syria.
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Cooperation projects in coordination with international organizations
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In the implementation of international cooperation projects spanning a wide range of
subjects, the Center collaborates actively with external institutions of related fields. One such
example is the international training course for the conservation and restoration of paper
cultural properties (“International Course on Conservation of Japanese Paper”), which is jointly
held with the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural
Property (ICCROM). As for projects related to the conservation and restoration of archaeological
and architectural heritage, the Center has been participating, directly or in the form of technical
collaboration, in the UNESCO/Japan Funds-in-Trust projects. Examples of such projects include
cooperation projects with UNESCO in Afghanistan, Central Asia, Vietnam, Myanmar and Nepal
as well as projects in collaboration with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
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Practical training with historic textiles
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International Course on Conservation of Japanese Paper
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