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DEPARTMENT OF ART RESEARCH,
ARCHIVES AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS
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Research of cultural properties as well as the accumulation of
related texts and visual data are essential elements for preserving,
conveying and utilizing cultural properties today. The Department
of Art Research, Archives and Information Systems focuses
primarily on art historically-based research of cultural properties; it
produces and disseminates materials based on the results of those
studies. It also works to foster research exchange both within
Japan and abroad.

The results of research are published in various reports and
journals, such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Studies)
and the Yearbook of Japanese Art. Resulting data are also made
available through public lectures and displays in the Kuroda
Memorial Hall. The aim of the Department is to make the cultural
properties information archives, created from the materials
collected and organized through its research, available to the
public via the Institute’s Library and website.

In addition, the Department manages all the information
systems of the Institute and creates the website.

I Cultural Properties Information Section

Cultural Properties Information Section manages and operates the
information systems needed to disseminate information about the
Institute’s various activities, operates its website and publishes its
Annual Report. The Section also analyzes information related to
cultural properties from Japan and abroad, and conducts research on
ways to utilize such information for the preservation and handling of
cultural properties.

@The Image Laboratory produces an image bank that provides various
information related to cultural properties by employing the latest
digital and optical technologies.

I Archives Section

Archives Section organizes archives, collects documents and image
data related to cultural properties, and makes these materials available
to the public.

@The Library collects documents and visual materials related to cultural
properties. It also conducts digitization of materials and construction
of the database of research materials and information. The Library is
open to the public three days a week.

I Japanese and East Asian Art History Section

Japanese and East Asian Art History Section conducts fundamental
research and organizes materials that form the basis for such research
on artworks created in Japan and East Asia from the pre-modern period
onwards.

I Modern/Contemporary Art Section

Modern/Contemporary Art Section focuses on visual arts produced in
Japan and abroad from the modern through contemporary periods.
Considering the diversification of expression and media, international
exchange and globalization of information, this Section conducts both
collection of materials and survey of studies on these artworks.

ITrans—DiscipIinary Research Section

Trans-Disciplinary Research Section examines problems among
genres, times and areas. It also studies the history of art from a broad
perspective in cooperation with researchers in related fields of natural,
social and human sciences.
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Studies and Activities
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Researches
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Research on materials of Japanese and Asian art history
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Research and compilation of materials on modern and
contemporary art
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Inter-disciplinary research and dissemination of expression,
techniques and materials for the production of art works
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Research on analysis, utilization and dissemination of
information about cultural properties
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Collaboration in Research
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“Shaping the Fundamentals of Research on Japanese Art” with the Sainsbury
Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures
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“Collaborative Initiative for the Creation of Japanese Art Research Base” with
the Getty Research Institute
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Collaboration with scholars and institutions studying Japanese and Asian arts
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Dissemination of Research Results
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Publication of the Yearbook of Japanese Art, The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal
of Art Studles), Annual Report and others
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Holding public lectures and colloquia
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Utilization of web pages and SNS for disseminating research results
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Establishment and Enrichment of Archives
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Comprehensive study on sharing results and information
about research on cultural properties
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Enrichment of professional archives and comprehensive
reference
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Management of the Library
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Establishment and Maintenance
of Information Systems
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Management of the information
infrastructure for research activities
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Maintenance and improvement of the
information system security
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(77 LRATIVY LEEME. 7504)
Presentation at the International Conference of Art Libraries
(Rijksmuseum, The Netherlands)
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Research and Records of Artworks — Reseach materials of TANAKA Ichimatsu
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TANAKA Ichimatsu

Heh— &R Ry F v, 16 mOBEER
Research materials of TANAKA Ichimatsu,
Sketch book, Self-portrait at age 15

The digital methods for recording and accumulating information on
artworks have become very popular in the modern world with the
development and spread of information technology. However, it used
to be the fundamental research that researchers of art history looked
at the artworks carefully and wrote down information and
characteristics by their own hands. The research materials of TANAKA
Ichimatsu(1895~1983), a collection of the Institute, shows the
importance of the analog recording works under observation by the
naked eye and hand writing. TANAKA Ichimatsu, who was the
director general of the Institute from 1953 to 1965, played the key
role in the cultural administration of Japan before and after World
War Il. These research materials consist of notebooks from his Tokyo
Imperial University days to the rest of his life, research records,
documents of business meetings, photographs and others. TANAKA
was good at drawing pictures and drew many sketches in his research
records. These records are valuable as research materials because they
are the records of artworks which have been lost or damaged by
earthquake, war and occasions of confusion. The Department is
aiming to apply these materials more effectively by digitalization.

HA—RE R K IE~PRFIIEAD. —
Research materials of TANAKA Ichimatsu,
Notebooks in Taisho and early Showa periods
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Research note (1936) of Bamboo and Sparrow by Kao (The Museum Yamato Bunkakan)
and the photograph

LEDOREE/—~ BEDORATYF KIEI15F
Research note of Buddhist paintings, Sketch of kirikane, 1926
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Art Research — Literature and Photograph
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Both literature and photographs are essential for art research. Since
its establishment in 1930, the Institute has been collecting books and
photographs on art. Bibliography information has been disclosed on
the website of the Institute. However, the library information
management system has been introduced anew, aiming for more
effective dissemination of information. Furthermore, the digital archive
of the art auction catalogues in Japan, which is the remarkable
collection of the Institute, has been completed and released inside the
Library. For access to the Library, please see page 29.
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Library collection search of the Institute
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Digital archive of auction catalogues

The Institute owns approximately 260,000 photographs of artworks
and cultural heritage, including over 20,000 glass photographic plates.
The database of the glass photographic plates gains a large number of
accessing the website for its value as historical source. The open access
of the images on the Internet is limited, but the high-resolution images
are available to see in the Library.
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Database of glass photographic plates
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Digitized image of the glass photographic plates taken before 1936. Merrymaking under the
Cherry Blossoms by Kano Naganobu (Tokyo National Museum)
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